Radiotherapy in the aged.
Radiation therapy fulfills all the requirements to be used with curative or palliative intent in nearly every case of cancer in the elderly. Radiotherapy is not associated with acute mortality in older persons and can permit organ and tissue preservation. The modern modalities to deliver radiotherapy treatment permit a large sparing of normal tissues. We need major information on proliferative activity of normal tissues and cancer in the elderly, on results according to stage of tumors, and on acute and late sequelae according to performance status of the patient. It is mandatory to perform prospective studies in order to work out protocols for oncologic treatments and specifically for radiotherapy, to treat adequately an increasing part of population.